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Madison journalists, assisted by Sprecher Amber, were on the UW 
Memorial Union Terrace recently, discussing the changing business of news.  
David Haynes’ name came up. 
 
“He’s doing the job of many,” commented one, “and he’s great at it.” 
 
As the newspaper business has contracted, David, like many of his 
colleagues, is now doing the job that once was done by several journalists.  
In fact, he is the only person still writing opinion pieces for the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel and editing those pages. 
 
He has had to re-invent his job regularly as the business continues to 
evolve. 
 
“It’s totally different from when I came here in 1994.  The journalism world 
seems to be changing monthly,” David said. A different and changing world.  
That’s what occupied the Madison journalists as they noted departures and 
transitions.  But David seems to be not just surviving but thriving.   
 
As Ideas Lab Editor, David is not only the public face of the MJS but the person who keeps his employer’s brand in front 
of the community through appearances, events, and partnerships. 
 
“We have tried different approaches to coping with change,” David explained.  “For a while we were doing exclusively 
solutions journalism.  Now we’re trying a hybrid approach with some opinion and some reported stories.” 
The elements of the hybrid?  MJS accepts commentary from the public, it does its own pieces with original reporting 
such as its Wisconsin Weavers series this year focusing on people helping to “weave” communities together across 
differences, and it organizes events or participates in them with partners such as Rotary. 
 
The Ideas Lab is now partnering with Wisconsin Public Radio and the La Follette School of Public Affairs at UW-Madison 
on a project dubbed the “Main Street Agenda.”  The partners are asking residents statewide to fill out online surveys to 
better understand what the average person is most concerned about heading into the midterms.  Four events are 
planned -- in Milwaukee, Madison, Wausau, and Green Bay to get more feedback.   
 
The top concerns so far:  the health of the democracy, inflation, the economy, and abortion. 
 
The Wausau and Green Bay events are reminders that journalism has changed in Wisconsin from the old days when the 
Milwaukee Journal dominated as “First by Merit” and state’s paper of record.  Now, the Journal Sentinel is allied with 10 
other Gannett Co. news organizations in the state including in Green Bay and Wausau.  Those newsrooms coordinate 
their coverage.   
 
“We are, essentially, one, big Gannett Wisconsin newsroom,“  David said.  The combined operation also has a statewide 
editorial board that focuses on First Amendment issues, open government and protecting democracy.   
 
As the business continues to evolve, the Journal Sentinel is seeking new ways to support its journalism.  Digital 
subscriptions are an increasingly important revenue stream as are community funders that want to support their 
mission. 



“We’re developing a model that’s been tested at National Public 
Radio and Public Television,” he said, adding that agreements with 
funders and partners have clear terms and conditions that ensure 
editorial autonomy for the MJS staffers.  
 
Integrity, respect for differences and a forum for thoughtful 
presentation of the issues is what MJS stands for, David says, “just 
like Rotary.” 
 
“Each Tuesday brings someone to Rotary who has credibility and 
something important to say that is of relevance to the city,” David 
reflected.  “Tuesdays are Rotary’s civic glue, and a Rotary is a real 
city asset.” 
 
 

That said, David regrets what he calls the “loss of civic space” in the city and beyond.  There are differences and divisions 
but seemingly fewer places to sort things out together as community. On top of that, journalism has fewer resources to 
monitor local government and develop local issues.  Add that to the loss of interest in the details of government, David 
said. 
 
“I worry about how to hold people in public office accountable.” 
 
 Accountability on government details and operations is important, he said, but so is accountability on the big problems 
citizens recognize as important to the city and region:  crime, reckless driving, public education, and public finance, 
among them.   
 
“People want problems solved,” he continued.  “It’s a great hunger.  People everywhere want to get along and work 
together on getting problems solved.” 
 
He sees MJS as having a role in setting the table for discussion and then for action on problems facing the city. 
Dealing with problem after city problem, it’s logical to ask if David sees any positive things out there?  The answer is 
“yes.” 
 
“Milwaukee is an awesome place to live,” he says, making a list of “positives” that stretches from the lakefront, to 
downtown to the neighborhoods.   There is tremendous building going on in many places, he adds “I don’t see any other 
city I’d rather be in.” 
 
With two children in North Carolina, David and his wife Lisa are empty nesters.  So, there is more time to spend on 
volunteering with the Kinship Food Community Food Center, gardening at their Whitefish Bay home and resuming golf 
after many years away from the game.  
 
Whether they make their rounds at Milwaukee’s public links, many great private courses or the classics at Erin or Kohler, 
they’ll have to time to ponder the fate of the news business – especially since Lisa worked in the Milwaukee Journal 
circulation department before a long career at Kohl’s Corp. and now as owner of her own senior move management 
business.    
 
And as they play some of those scenic and thought-inducing holes, perhaps they’ll wonder if some day, in retirement, 
they could lend their editorial and circulation expertise to former Journal colleagues Mike Davis, Gary D’Amato and 
Dennis McCann and their award-winning and growing website: www.wisconsin.golf 
 
As reported in a recent edition of “JS Alumni News”: “Unlike newspaper circulation, readership of online golf news has 
been growing rapidly.”   
Editor’s Note: 

Editor’s Note: Rotary People of Action is a bi-monthly series written by a group of Rotarians. This feature was written 
by Jeff Smoller. 

http://www.wisconsin.golf/

