
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In October 2018, the Rotary Club of Milwaukee introduced a new feature within its weekly CONNECTING 
newsletter.  Introduced as Spotlight, the feature was changed to Rotary People of Action to better 
mirror the branding of Rotary International.  Thus far we have featured 30 Rotarians and they include a 
broad spectrum of our community; men and women who are actively engaged in improving our city, 
state and country and representing the diversity that enriches the fabric of our home here and 
nationally.   

As the last edition of 2019, we offer a look back at our Rotary People of Action, with a snippet from each 
profile, we encourage you to read them in their entirety.  Each profile can be found on the RCM website.  
The Rotary People of Action column will resume with the January 31, 2020 edition, until then we tip our 
bonnet to our friends and fellow members.  (If you have suggestions on how to improve these features, 
please let Barbara Velez know at barbara.velez@yahoo.com) 

Listed in alphabetical order. 

James (Jim) T. Barry, III, Joined 1994 
President, The Barry Company 
jbarry@barrycre.com 
For more than 20 years, James T. Barry, III has served as President and CEO of The Barry Company.  
(President of this family-owned company isn’t his only presidency, Jim served as President of our club in 
2007-08 and his father James W. T. Barry served on the RCM BOD from 1941-46.)  
 
The Barry Company has been a part of southeastern Wisconsin’s landscape for close to 100 years.   

The Barry Company helped shape the commercial real estate industry, conceiving the ideas for what are 

now some of Wisconsin’s largest business parks.  Starting with the New Berlin Industrial Park, The Barry 

Company was responsible for the development of the Menomonee Falls Business Park, the Bishop’s 

Woods Office Park and many other developments including the initiation of the city of Milwaukee Land 

Bank.  The firm was started by Jim’s grandfather in 1921 and during WWII he was part of the group 

assigned by the US government to find industrial buildings for the war effort.  That launched the firm’s 

concentration from residential to commercial real estate.   

David (Dave) C. Baum, Joined 2009  
First Vice President-Investments 
Wells Fargo Advisors 
Dcbaum845@gmail.com  
Dave Baum’s path to working with his dad, Claire, managing stocks and bonds for individual and family 
accounts with the Wells Fargo Advisors was rather circuitous.    (Claire Baum, now retired, had worked 
with Loewi & Company back in the 1960s ultimately ending up with Wells Fargo because of the financial 
institution’s series of mergers and acquisitions).  Having worked with outdoor learning concepts in 
college Dave thought that was his life path. 
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Dave’s creativity, independent streak and eclectic interests surfaced early as a student at Kenyon 
College in Ohio.  He became Kenyon’s first graduate with a synoptic major – essentially, he created his 
own path of study, defending his interests to two senior professors as well as the college dean which 
ultimately gave him as he calls it “the multi-disciplined epitome of a liberal arts education.”  His 
education included a focus on U.S. agriculture ecology impact as well as government policy.  Those 
interests also stem from his family background.   
 

Todd Bentley, Joined 2008 
President, Bentley World Packaging 
t.bentley@bentleywp.com 
Todd Bentley will serve as President of Rotary with a term starting in 2021.  He follows his father, Tom, 
who served as RCM President for the 1998-99 Term.  (Tom continues to be an active member of Rotary 
and joined in January 1981.)   
 
Professionally, Todd is President of Bentley World Packaging.  In 1848, Bentley started as a small 
Milwaukee-based construction company.  Todd’s great, great, great grandfather John was just 16 years 
old when he came to Milwaukee in 1848 from England armed only with his grit and determination.  
Todd is the sixth generation to lead a Bentley Company, albeit, previous to Todd, all Bentley male 
progeny were named Tom – including his father.   

Christy L. Brown, Joined 2001                                                                                                                               
Chief Executive Officer                                                                                                                                               
Girl Scouts of Wisconsin Southeast                                                                                                      
cbrown@gswise.org  
As the CEO of the Girls Scouts of Wisconsin Southeast for nearly seven years, RCM Member Christy 
Brown has been helping part of the 1.8 million females internationally who believe in the power of every 
G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader) to change the world. 
 
Richie Burke, Joined 2014 
President 
GoGeddit Marketing & Media (ggmm.io) 
Richie.burke@gogeddit.com  
Richie Burke was born with the entrepreneurial spirit coursing through his veins.  Named for his 
grandfather, Richard “Dick” Burke, founder of the internationally successful Trek Bicycle Corporation, 
Richie started businesses growing up, however, his real ambition at the time was to be a professional 
golfer.  (In high school he had a zero handicap, modestly he says he’s kind of washed up; his handicap is 
now 4!) 
 
But back to his entrepreneurship.   While his father, John, President of Trek would have welcomed 
Richie to join the family business, he also recognized and supported Richie’s desire to create something 
of his own.  Armed with a degree in Marketing from Marquette University, Richie started GoGeddit in 
mid-2011 initially as a deal site platform, not unlike Groupon.  Gathering small business customers by 
door-to-door selling, Richie specialized in social media and event marketing.  In the first year the venture 
had more than 15,000 users and nearly 100 clients.  The firm was successful in numbers but not making 
any profit.   
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Keith R. Butler, Joined 2008 
Vice President, Wealth Trust Advisor 
US Bank 
Keith.butler1@usbank.com 
Nearly a decade ago, Keith Butler transitioned after 25 years as an estate planning and business 
transactional lawyer to putting both feet into financial planning.  Prior to joining U S Bank in 2011, Keith 
worked at the Reinhart Boerner and Mawicke & Goisman law firms.  The transition was a smooth one 
for Keith as he loved estate planning and recognized his role within the legal profession was more 
administrative, whereas working in U.S. Bank’s Trust Department has more in-depth client interaction.   
 
Jean Casey, Joined 2009 
President 
CIRCUIT-jobs.com 
caseyjeanm@gmail.com 
Jean Casey describes herself as an Irish Trailer.  The youngest of six in an Irish Catholic family, the 
previous five children (4 girls and 1 boy) of her parents’ brood were just one or two years apart; there’s 
five years between Jean and nearest sibling, thus the trailer.  Another difference among the siblings is 
the front five are all redheads; Jean is a natural blond.   
 
Two years ago, Jean flexed her entrepreneurial spirt and started Circuit-jobs.com.  Circuit is an 

employment website created for architects, engineers, construction and commercial real estate 

specialists.  Drawing inspiration from her hardworking mother who was also a nurse and nursing home 

administrator, Jean remembered her mother’s mantra, “you have to identify a need and fill it.”  Jean’s 

years of experience in the Built Environment showed her there was a recruitment need within the 

industry, Circuit-jobs.com is designed to fill that need.   While still in its infancy, Jean is very pleased with 

the growth of the business.   

 
Steve Chevalier, Joined 2008 
Vice President, 
Zilber Ltd. 
steve.chevalier@zilber.com 
“There’s no place like home,” said Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz. Just like Dorothy’s magic ruby red 
slippers reveals there’s no place like home, RCM President-Elect Steve Chevalier is the quintessential 
homeboy. Steve was born in Milwaukee; earned his undergraduate and master’s degrees from UW-
Milwaukee; has lived here all his life and spent his entire professional career in downtown Milwaukee 
within a three-square block area.   
 
Early employment for Steve included jobs as a newspaper carrier, usher at Warner Theater, Schlitz 
brewery worker and Milwaukee Journal truck driver.  Except for stints at the public actuary firm Haskins 
& Sells and Unicare Services, Inc., the majority of Steve’s professional life has been with Zilber, Ltd.  In 
addition to serving as the firms Vice President, Steve has also been integrally involved with the Zilber 
Family Foundation, presently serving as a trustee and its Secretary/Treasurer.    
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Harry Drake, Joined 1994 
Consultant 
Key Benefit Concepts 
hldrake75@gmail.com 
Harry Drake hails from the Chicago area but has made Milwaukee his home since the early 1990s.   
While not of German descent, Harry has a significant understanding of the language and culture of 
Deutschland.   He majored in German and German literature at the prestigious Williams College in 
Massachusetts and earned a master’s degree from Harvard and Tufts in the disciplines as well.  He also 
lived in Germany for nearly two years as part of his studies.  Well-armed, Harry went onto teach college 
and high school for several years in Boston and Illinois.  
 
M. Kathleen (Kathie) Eilers, Joined 2003 
Consultant 
kathie_eilers@msn.com 
She was born in New York City, educated in Cincinnati, Ohio but in 1980 Kathie Eilers, her husband, Dr. 
Barry Blackwell and their then-two-year-old son, relocated to Milwaukee.  The family was determined to 
make Milwaukee their permanent home and this city has been enriched ever since. 
 
Kathie earned her nursing degree from Mount St. Joseph University in Cincinnati and a graduate degree 
in psychiatric nursing from the University of Cincinnati.  She and her husband met while working 
together in Cincinnati as Barry is a psychiatrist.   
 
Patrick Fennelly, Joined 2011 
Sr. Vice President  
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management 
patrick.fennelly@morganstanley.com  
Patrick Fennelly’s dream was to be a performer.  He performed many leading roles in plays and musicals 
at Marquette High School and graduated from Marquette University with a double major in theater and 
English, but an epiphany soon out of college lead him to choose a more traditional 9 to 5 schedule with 
greater security.  He joined his father, David, at Morgan Stanley Wealth Management and undertook the 
rigorous study for a certification in financial planning.  He earned his CFP (akin to a master’s degree in 
financial planning) and now serves as a Senior Vice President for the firm.   
 
James (Jim) M. Ford, Joined 1976 
President 
Motivational Marketing, Inc. 
Jim.ford@sbcglobal.net 
Rotary has played an important role in Jim Ford’s life since 1960 and he has been a member of the 
Rotary Club of Milwaukee for 42 years.  Jim was a member in 1987, when women were invited to join 
for the very first time.  It was memorable for Jim as he recalls not everyone agreed, and while it was not 
a contentious decision, he does remember one member was opposed.  Jim, of course, was fully 
supportive and is glad to see more women members each year.   
 
Jim’s first awareness of Rotary’s reach was when he was a young sailor stationed in Japan in 1960.   Jim’s 
grandparents took a ship to Japan to attend the Rotary International Convention, and his mother flew 
over, too.  It was “a mind-blowing experience” enjoying the Japanese Rotarians kindness and generosity.   
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B. Artin Haig, member since 1955   
Photographer 
Bob survived genocide, watched Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig, and lived the American dream.  He was 
known for his portraits of political leaders including Franklin Roosevelt. He turned 104 on Aug. 1, 2018 
and died in March 2019.  
 
Leslie Hauser, Joined 2011 
Tax Managing Director (Retired) 
KPMG 
Leslie.hauser66@gmail.com 
Leslie Hauser recently retired to an active life after a career as a tax specialist with a variety of firms, 
most recently KPMG.   
 
Originally from San Rafael, CA, Leslie came to Wisconsin to attend Marquette University.  Wisconsin felt 
like home to this Californian as both her parents grew up in central and northern Wisconsin and plenty 
of extended family were around.   
 
Leslie’s husband, Karl Wuesthoff, also recently retired after selling the family business, Concours 
Motors.  They do not let any grass grow under their feet, however, as this energetic couple have been 
checking off their bucket list.  For example, Leslie has always wanted to learn how to downhill ski and 
last winter she did.   And she wanted to perfect her golf game so took lessons.  She’s a regular 
participant in the RCM Golf Classic, but this coming year, she’ll now know all the clubs, but, “having 
taken lessons makes me really appreciate the best ball game.” 
 
Elizabeth (Beth) Fetterley Heller, Joined 2010  
Senior Director of Education and Strategic Planning 
bheller@UrbanEcologyCenter.org  
Beth Heller was raised on the east side of Milwaukee, however, her parents imbued in her a love and 
appreciation of nature that would rival someone born in the wild.   Growing up, she and her 
neighborhood pals played in Lake Park most of the day and were lucky enough to live in a time when 
parents expected their kids home when the street lights came on, without worrying about any of the 
dangers of that freedom today. 
 
Kristine Hinrichs, Joined 2011  
President, Featherstone LLC 
City Government – Retired 
khinrichs@sbcglobal.net  
Kris Hinrichs’ career centered on government.  She served as the city manager of Thiensville and the 
Chief Court Administrator for the city of Milwaukee’s municipal court.  Now retired, her government 
experiences prepared her well for the spirit of adventure she and long-time partner John Rodee (retired 
CFO of Journey House) take with them whenever they travel.   
 
Immediately after her retirement from the city, Kris did some management consulting, including 
managing the Peachtown program for the Greater Milwaukee Committee.  Peachtown was a welcome-
wagon of sorts for new teachers within the Milwaukee Public School system.  Started in 2013, the aim of 
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the program was to encourage teachers to continue in the field.  Kris assembled several gifts from local 
organizations and merchants designed to show how teachers were valued.  Memberships to various 
museums, social activities, etc. were included in the Peachtown package.   
 
Eric & Mary Isbister, Joined 2008 and 2010 respectively 
Eric – Chief Executive Officer 
Mary – President 
GenMet 
erici@genmet.com    maryi@genmet.com 
When the late actress and comedian Lucille Ball said, “If you want something done, ask a busy person to 
do it…,” she didn’t know the Isbisters, but they live the witticism. 
 
Eric and Mary are active business and civic leaders and that rare couple who work together and play 
together.  As Chief Executive Officer and President respectively of GenMet, a full-service metal 
fabricator headquartered in Mequon, they serve more than 100 customers and employ nearly 60 
people.  (FYI, they are trying to hire as many new people as they can).   
 
Sarah Wright Kimball, Joined 1990 
Principal Kimball Communications 
kmballsarah@sbcglobal.net  
Milwaukee gained a tremendous friend when a young Sarah Wright came to Milwaukee decades ago 
from New York City.  She has remained a strong supporter of her adopted hometown ever since.  Her 
trajectory here is an interesting combination of talent and serendipity.  
 
After graduating from Penn State with a degree in Journalism and Public Relations, this young upstart 
from the Poconos (East Stroudsburg) moved to New York City.   Prior to graduation she had spent time 
in Northern Ireland, (during “The Troubles”), Scotland and England.  She lived with a farm family and it 
gave her tremendous insight into international living.  That experience helped her land her first 
professional job as the Director of the Visitors Bureau for the English-Speaking Union.   She planned 
every aspect of trips to NYC for Headmasters of schools in England.  “It was a dream job.  I met 
wonderful people and got to show off NYC.  However, with more than a somewhat fear of heights, trips 
to the iconic Empire State Building was probably my least favorite part of the job.”   
 
Mary McCormick, Joined 2008 
Executive Director, Rotary Club of Milwaukee 
marym@milwaukeerotary.com 
When Mary McCormick accepted the position to be the Rotary Club of Milwaukee (RCM) Executive 
Director she thought it would be a fun experience for a few years.  Now nearly 20 years later, the Rotary 
Club of Milwaukee is considered one of the best managed large clubs in the country generally because 
of Mary’s leadership.   
 
RCM’s leadership is recognized because of the membership’s commitment to Milwaukee and because of 
Mary’s tireless efforts to place RCM at the forefront of the city’s decision making, whether public or 
private.  In 2001 when Mary was hired, Julie Pedretti was President.  Julie thought it important for the 
Club to consider supporting a signature project that would help transform the city and benefit to all its 
residents.  Membership agreed wholeheartedly with Julie’s vision and the Rotary Club of Milwaukee’s 
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Amphitheater at Discovery World at Pier Wisconsin was chosen as the lead project for this initiative.   
The Amphitheater is an integral part of the cityscape and is used regularly, including the venue for the 
RCM Maritime Committee-sponsored LIVE @ The Lakefront concert series that just completed its 12th 
season. 
 
Darren Michael Miller, Joined 2014 
President  
JM Construction, Inc. 
darren@jmconstruction.us 
Darren Miller will take the mantle of President of the Rotary Club of Milwaukee for the 2020-21 term.  
RCM Leadership has implemented a succession plan that nominates presidents of this club two terms 
out, meaning President Steve Chevalier’s term is 2019-20; Darren Miller 2020-21 and Todd Bentley has 
agreed to assume the presidency for the 2021-22 term.   
 
Darren’s professional life centers around his presidency of another kind.  JM Construction is a family 
business started by Darren’s father, Jerry, in 1984.  Sadly, Darren’s father was killed in a plane crash in 
2004.  Darren had been groomed to lead this boutique construction consulting business almost from the 
cradle, however, the loss of his father, mentor and best friend, was difficult to bear and required Darren 
to dig in and figure out how to manage this design/build enterprise. 
 
James (Jim) I Miller, Jr., Joined2006 
Retired Professor and Department Chair 
Northern Illinois University 
jmillerjr@wi.rr.com 
Jim Miller was first introduced to Rotary in 1953 when this young man from Okmulgee, OK was named a 
Rotary Fellow.    The $2,400 awarded enabled Jim to study at Oxford University in England for two years.  
Ultimately, Jim would earn a PhD in English from Harvard with a scholastic emphasis on English 
literature published before 1500.  (Something he and fellow Rotarian Harry Drake have in common; 
although Harry’s literary interests center on German writers.)   
 
Jim Milner, MBA, BCLC, MCC, Joined 2006  
President & CEO 
Urban Strategies/Sector Management 
jmilner@urbanstrategies.biz 
Jim Milner is a very lucky man.  He loves his profession.  When a person thoroughly enjoys work, he or 
she has the enviable ability to go to bed happy and awaken refreshed and ready to tackle the day’s 
opportunities.   Satisfied and fulfilled in their profession seems to be a common theme among the 
Rotarians interviewed thus far for this Spotlight series; none have been more stimulated and engrossed 
than Jim Milner.   
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Daniel (Nelie) H. Nelson, Jr., Joined 2004 
President 
Nelson Schmidt, Inc. 
nelie@n-s.com 
Nelson Schmidt, Inc. is full-service marketing agency with decades of delivering measurable results that 
earned the firm the Business to Business Agency of the Year from Chief Marketer magazine in 2018.  
Utilizing an integrated marketing service model, Nelson Schmidt operates with its fingers firmly on the 
pulse of a broad range of markets and channels – both local and worldwide – the firm is proud of its 
tailored solutions based on experience and focused measurable results.    
 
Sister Kathleen O’Brien, Joined 1999 
Provincial Coordinator 
School Sisters of Saint Francis 
Kathleen.obrien@alverno.edu 
A Catholic nun who served in a Muslim College is certainly a cause for conversation, and that suits Sister 
O’Brien just fine.  This late-career move speaks to Sister’s sense of purpose and dedication to high 
quality education for everyone.   (Having accomplished what she set out to for the Muslin College, she 
now is Provincial Coordinator for her Order). 
 
Sister Kathleen entered the School Sisters of St. Francis in 1962, celebrating her 50 years with the 
congregation a few years ago.  She has spent most of her professional career with Alverno College but 
was born in Springfield, Massachusetts.  She and her twin sister are the oldest of six children.  Her 
siblings are now scattered throughout the country, her twin lives in Massachusetts, a sister lives in Paris, 
France and one in Juneau, Alaska.  One brother lives in California and another has made Virginia his 
home.   
 
She earned a BA in history and math from Alverno, an MBA from Vanderbilt University in Tennessee and 
a PhD in Management from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  She taught history and math in 
Nebraska and South Dakota, before returning to Alverno, retiring as the Vice President of Academic 
Affairs in 2015.   
 
Janet Protasiewicz, Joined 2007 
Milwaukee County Circuit Court Judge 
janet.protasiewicz@wicourts.gov 
Judge Janet Protasiewicz hears criminal complaints and defenses of serious crimes; crimes as ugly and 
incomprehensible as child pornography and as fatal as homicides.   (The Circuit Court is the state court 
seated in the county and handles legal matters as far reaching as probate to felonies.  In Milwaukee 
County there are 47 Circuit Court judges managed by Milwaukee County Chief Judge Maxine White.  
Judge White determines the assignments each of judges assume.)  
 
Elected in 2014, Janet is up for re-election in April 2020.  She is well trained for her position.  After 
earning a law degree from Marquette University, she worked in the District Attorney’s office prosecuting 
armed robberies and cases in Children’s Court.   
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Jon C. Rauser, Joined 1973 
President & Owner, 
The Rauser Agency 
jon@therauseragency.com 
Jon Rauser’s roots in the Rotary Club of Milwaukee are deep.   
 
His grandfather served on the RCM BOD in 1935 and his father was also a member.  Jon joined in 1973 
(he says he was just 9 years old, but we’ll leave fellow Rotarians to judge the veracity of that statement).  
Jon’s involvement in RCM extends even to this writer, as he introduced me as the 13th woman to join 
RCM in late 80s and after a hiatus re-introduced me in 2006.   
 
Some years ago, Jon was an avid marathon runner and participated in dozens of these long-distance 
endurance tests.  The highlight of his running career was his participation in the Moscow Marathon.   
Long-time Milwaukee Athletic Club (MAC) employee Igor Skylar was a coach of the Russian Speed 
Skating team.  Igor ached to visit his homeland and convinced the Russian Sports Federation to allow 
him to bring six marathon runners to Moscow to compete in the 1992 event.  Jon Rauser, a long time 
MAC member and an accomplished runner, was one of the six.   
 
James (Jamie) Reeve, III, Joined 2012 
Senior Vice President, Wealth Strategies 
Northern Trust Company 
Jsr3@ntrs.com 
As a lad Jamie’s mother wanted him to join the Vienna Boys Choir.  (Jamie’s family has strong musical 
roots.  His material grandfather led the LaCrosse community band and Jamie’s mother’s career was as a 
church organist).   Alas, Jamie grew too tall and didn’t live in Europe, so his creative abilities were 
channeled into sports and academics.    
 
Kim Schaffer, Joined 20016 
Senior Vice President 
Park Bank 
kims@parkbankonline.com 
Kim Schaffer started her career in banking as a high school student.  Her job was to manually compare 
check signatures with the bank’s on-file signature card.  Obviously, banking technology has come a long 
way since then.   
 
Working in banking during her college breaks, it became clear banking was in Kim’s DNA.  For the past 
25 years she has put those skills to work effectively for Park Bank, a 105-year-old commercial, locally-
held $1 billion bank.   After a successful stint as a commercial lender and market team leader, five years 
ago Park Bank tapped Kim to lead all banking operations including loans, deposits, treasury 
management, IT and IS departments.  With eight direct reports and more than 150 bank employees, 
Kim’s value as a Senior Vice President is priceless.    
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Marilka Velez, Joined 2018 
Senior Vice President, Marketing 
Associated Bank 
Marilka.velez@associatedbank.com 
In January 2018, RCM history was made.  We believe, subject to challenge, that Barbara and Marilka 
Velez are the first mother/daughter combo membership in our Club’s history.  In addition, Marilka is just 
the second Latina to join the Rotary Club of Milwaukee.  Imagine that! 
 
A Milwaukee native, and very proud and connected to her Puerto Rican roots, she is fluent in Spanish 
and studied in Spain during her college experience.  A summa cum laude graduate of Mount Mary 
University, Marilka earned a BA in Graphic Design & Spanish.  She was also invited to attend the highly 
competitive Business Perspectives for Creative Leaders workshop at Yale, her father’s alma mater.    
 
Marilka has more than 15 years of creative, technical and business experience.  A branding and digital 
marketing expert, she is a rare combination of creativity and organization.  She is the Senior Vice 
President Marketing Creative Services for Associated Bank.  She joined Associated Bank just two and a 
half years ago and has helped shepherd the marketing integration of five Associated acquisitions, 
including Bank Mutual, Diversified Employee Benefits, Whitnell Wealth Management, Anderson 
Insurance and the Wisconsin branch network of Huntington.   
 
John M. Wermuth, Joined 2002 
President 
Heartland Management Corporation 
wermuth@prodigy.net  
Live Happily.  Love generously.  Speak kindly. Those words are at the end of every email John Wermuth 
sends.  As President of Heartland Management Group, father of five children (four boys and a girl), and 
10 grandchildren, John and his wife, Marilyn have lived happily, loved generously and spoke kindly 
together for decades.   
 
Born to teenage parents and raised in upstate New York on a poultry farm, John, earned his 
undergraduate degree at the University of Rochester (he was the first economics major at U of R to earn 
Summa Cum Laude) and went onto Harvard for an MBA.  He met Marilyn at a mixer when she was 
attending Radcliff and he was working on his MBA.   
 
John’s trajectory to managing high interest-bearing investments for tax deferred income began at 16 
years old when he started college.    
 
 
 

 
Editor’s Note:  We feature the popular Rotary People of Action series regularly.  The feature 

will return late January as the writer, RCM Board Member Barbara Velez, and its Sergeant at 

Arms will be traveling.  The January 31 edition will feature William Coleman.   
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