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NEW NAMED SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The RCM Scholarship Program began in 2009 and 
since then we’ve touched the lives of 55 students and 
we boast 18 graduates. Our scholarship program has 
an important and unique feature. In addition to the 
scholarship, two Rotarians are assigned as mentors to 
each scholar and provide academic guidance, coach-
ing and career advice to the students.

Funding for our scholarship program comes from two 
primary sources.  The Scholarship Golf Classic funds  
almost 70%  percent of our scholarships. The remain-
ing funds come from our growing number of named 
scholarships. In August an anonymous donor created 
a scholarship to honor a beloved teacher, Mrs. Kara 
Lovell.

 

 
 

ON THE TABLE: OCTOBER 9TH

Last October, we participated in the Greater Milwau-
kee Foundation’s On The Table Initiative. 140 Rotarians 
and 80 guests were randomly assigned to 30 tables at 
our Rotary luncheon.

We synthesized the notes from the conversations and 
boiled it down to one statement:  

We should foster stronger, connected 
communities and neighborhoods. 

So, let’s pick up where we left off—let’s explore the 
concept of fostering stronger, connected communities 
and neighborhoods, in particular in the Johnsons Park 
area. Let’s model, Connecting People and Resources 
Together for Common Good by participating in On the 
Table again on Tuesday, October 9th, 2018. 

So how will October 9th work? There will be no 
formal podium speaker; everyone will have the chance 
to participate in thought-provoking discussions about 
the Johnsons Park neighborhood. We plan to invite 
community members from the Johnsons Park neigh-
borhood to join in on the conversations. 

Stay tuned for more information and mark your calen-
dars to join us on October 9th!
 

continued on page 2

In addition to the Kara E. Lovell Scholarship, we have 
the Bill Adams Scholarship, Jim and Judy Ford Schol-
arship, James I. Miller III Scholarship, and the Gordon 
and Elizabeth Smith Scholarship.

Mrs. Lovell began her teaching 
career with Milwaukee Public 
Schools in 1970. She believes 
that all children can learn given 
appropriate resources, good 
teaching methodology and the 
recognition that racism and pov-
erty cannot keep a person with

great determination from achieving. She helped stu-
dents, especially African American students, under-
stand that the heritage of African American people is 
something of which they can be proud. She treated 
her students as if they were her own children. The 
Kara E. Lovell Scholarship will be awarded to a MPS 
graduate who intends to become a teacher.



SCHOLAR CORNER - RONISHA HOWARD

NEW NAMED SCHOLARSHIP FUND
  

Coming in 2019, the Michael Barber and Jackie 
Herd-Barber endowed scholarship fund will support 
an African American graduate of MPS who intends to 
pursue a career in science, technology engineering or 
math. 

Thanks to all of our very generous donors!

Does a named scholarship fit your charitable giving?

A gift of $50,000 or more will establish an endowed, 
named fund. The gift can be made at once or over a 
specified period of time. Other options:

An estate plan gift combined with annual giving can 
create a “virtual legacy fund”. For example, if a donor 
includes a $100,000 gift in an estate plan and com-
mits to an annual gift of $4,500, giving in the name of 
the donor can begin immediately.

continued from page one
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SEPTEMBER 4th - Governor Scott Walker
We will partner with the Milwaukee Press Club to 
present a joint program featuring Governor Scott 
Walker. Walker, who is seeking re-election for a third 
term, will share his vision of how Wisconsin is working 
and will outline his agenda for the future so that 
Wisconsin keeps moving forward.

SEPTEMBER 11th - Barbara Wolfe
Bobbi Wolfe is the Richard A. Easterlin Professor of 
Economics, Population Health Sciences, and Public 
Affairs and Faculty Affiliate at the Institute for Research 
on Poverty. Her research focuses broadly on poverty 
and health issues such as how poverty influences critical 
brain areas among young children and these in turn 
influence school outcomes. Join us as she shares more 
details about her current work.

September 18th - Fr. James Bretzke, 
S.J., S.T.D.
Fr. James Bretzke, S.J., S.T.D., is a Professor of Moral 
Theology at Marquette University. He will address 
the topic  “Ethics and Political Choices”—a very 
timely program in this very political season.

September 25th - Tony Evers
We will partner with the Milwaukee Press Club to 
present a joint program featuring Gubernatorial 
Candidate Tony Evers.  Evers will share his vision of 
how to build a better Wisconsin—what’s best for 
our kids is what’s best for Wisconsin. 

SPEAKER SCHEDULE

Scholars at our August 14th Rotary Luncheon.

  

Donors may pledge to build the corpus of a fund over 
a number of years while also making a gift used for 
immediate giving. Example: A donor pledges $12,250 
a year for five years. Each year’s gift is divided into two 
parts: $2,500 is used for an annual scholarship and 
$10,000 is placed in the endowed fund. The scholar-
ship is funded by the endowment in year six. 

For information, please contact the Rotary office.
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Special thanks to all of our outstanding RCM 
Scholarship Committee Members and mentors for 

making this program possible!

This spring we received over 75 very strong applications from Milwaukee high school seniors. After a round of 
interviews, the committee extended financial support and mentorship to six new scholars.

MEET RCM’S NEW SCHOLARS!

Kenyon Terrill 
High School: Marquette University High
College: Fordham University, NYC
Anticipated Major: Theatre

Kenyon starred in three plays while at Marquette High 
and spent the summer as an intern in the Milwau-
kee Repertory Theater’s advanced actor program. He 
hopes that being part of powerful, potent and moving 
performances will allow him to make a difference on 
the social makeup of his generation and community.

David Fonseca
High School: Tenor
College: Marquette University
Anticipated Major: Physical Therapy

David was captain of his varsity soccer team in high 
school and hopes to continue playing throughout col-
lege. He is excited to begin his journey at Marquette 
to become a Physical Therapist.

Anthony Pittman
High School: Golda Meier
College: UW-Madison
Anticipated Major: Marketing

Anthony was very active in high school. He partic-
ipated in the Business Emerging Leaders Program, 
MKE Fellows and he even successfully planned a 
school blood drive. Although he will attend college in 
Madison, he is eager to return to Milwaukee to use 
his skills and talents to make a positive impact on his 
home city.

Mayra Solis
High School: Ronald Reagan
College: Mount Mary University
Anticipated Major: Education

Mayra is a volunteer at Lowell Elementary School. This 
role allows her to lead small group sessions and assist 
the teachers. Mayra is excited to study early childhood 
education to pursue her dream of being a kindergar-
ten teacher. 

Jose Uribe
High School: Carmen
College: UW-Whitewater
Major: Elementary Education and Spanish

Jose had a wonderful experience as an intern with 
Artists Working in Education. This taught him the skill 
of providing children a safe place to express them-
selves. Jose looks forward to being a role model for 
the children he will guide as a teacher. 

Daishawn Dillard
Kara E. Lovell Scholar
High School: Barack Obama School of 
Career and Technical Education
College: MATC

Daishawn enter the General Studies Program where 
he will start a major in education. Daishawn also loves 
basketball and hopes to continue playing at the high-
est level he can. Read more about the Kara E. Lovell 
Scholarship on page one.
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MEET RCM’S CONTINUING SCHOLARS!

Alexus Edwards
UW-Madison, Bio-Medical Engineering
Alexus loves Madison. Her first year 
of college rejuvenated her passion for 
learning. 

Jim and Judy Ford Scholar

Aleeya Conwa
Marquette University, Physical Therapy
Aleeya enjoyed her first year of college 
as she made new friends and joined 
student groups.

William Adams Scholar

Dayanara Gonzalez
Mount Mary University, Education
Dayanara is excited to start her sopho-
more year so she can continue making 
new friends and expand her learning. 

James I. Miller III Scholar

Jorge Olmo-Santiago
UW-Whitewater, Communications
Jorge enjoyed his first year of college 
and set a goal to get an A in every 
class this year.

Gordon & Elizabeth Smith Scholar

Vanessa Garnica
Mount Mary, International Studies
Vanessa is proud of what she accom-
plished in her first year of college by 
committing her focus to academics.

Guillermo Guerrero
UW-Milwaukee, Pre-Medicine
His second year of college went by 
quickly. He continued to attend events on 
campus and work with his mentors.

Jim Her
UW-Madison, Undecided
This year Jim will be the Finance Chair 
of the Hmong-American Student Asso-
ciation. Congratulations!

Christine Little
Northland College, Environmental Science
Last year Christine gained relationships 
with her professors and learned how to 
effectively multitask.

Dah Dah Poe
Alverno College, Biology
This year Dah Dah switched her major 
from nursing to biology. She’s excited to 
learn more in this new field!

Alvaro Rodriguez
Carroll University, Music Therapy
Alvaro became the Great Lake Region 
American Music Therapy Association 
President-Elect. Congratulations!

Lily Samudio
Alverno College, Music Therapy
Lily had a busy year managing school, 
musical performances and leading music 
therapy sessions.

Dalicia Simpson
Minnesota - Twin Cities, Pre-Medicine
Dalicia was accepted to the NorthStar 
STEM Alliance and the Minnesota Future 
Medical Leaders organizations.

Nhia Vang
UW-Madison, Personal Finance
This summer Nhia was a personal finance 
intern at the Wisconsin Women’s Business 
Initiative Corporation.

Andrew Zuniga
Northern Michigan (NM), Sociology 
Andrew is ready to be back on campus 
and serve as a resident assistant in a new 
dorm.

Ronisha Howard
UW-Oshkosh, Social Work
Roni was elected to serve as President 
of the Student Government during the 
2018-19 school year. Congratulations!

Zoua Pa Yang
Mount Mary University, Art Education 
Zoua Pa made new friends on campus by 
joining the Asian Student Organization.

Shawn Turner
Marquette University, Engineering
Shawn had a busy year as President of the 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity and in 
Marquette’s Powerlifting Club.

Chue Lee Chang
Northland College, Political Science
Chue found Northland to be a great fit. 
He is excited to learn more about sustain-
able urban planning this year.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Chip Measells is a passionate advocate for family and professional caregivers. 
He most recently led a group of influential, local investors in acquiring 
Stowell Associates from co-founders Phyllis Mensch Brostoff and Valerie 
Stefanich. At the age of 26, Chip founded a company that provided adult 
day care, therapy services, and physician and caregiving services. The 
company grew from 5 to over 1800 employees under Chip’s leadership.  He 
also founded a healthcare investment banking firm where he led more than 
100 investments over 15 years. Chip has authored and published several 
in-depth studies covering care management, care cycle management, private 
pay home care and the caregiver crises.

CHIP MEASELLS
Stowell Associates
Chief Executive Officer
4485 N. Oakland Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53211
chipm@
caremanagedhomecare.com
Phone (414) 635-1897

Chris is returning to Milwaukee after working in Quincy, IL for several years. 
Chris has over 26 years of experience in healthcare finance, mostly for 
managed care for health systems, insurance companies and information 
systems. Chris has a BS from Duke University and an MBA from UW-
Milwaukee. He serves as a volunteer for Red Arrow Camp and Charles M. 
Boesel Foundation. He also serves on the board of St. Monica’s Parish and 
the Cedarburg Chamber of Commerce. Chris, a third generation Rotarian, is 
the son of Paul Meyer (a RCM member for over 48 years) and the grandson 
of George H. Tiernan. Chris is married to Polly and has three step-daughters.

CHRIS MEYER
5725 N. Shoreland Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53217
1cwmeyer@gmail.com
Phone (414) 232-2547

Jodi Ristau is a Financial Advisor with the Drosner Phillips Ristau Group at 
Baird helping clients realize financial independence. With Baird 21 years, 
Jodi has held numerous leadership positions including Managing Director 
of Client Account Support. In the community, Jodi is on the board of 
Renaissance Theaterworks including RTW’s Executive Committee and Chair 
of both the Annual Event and Board Governance committees. She is an 
active fundraiser and Grand Walker for AIDS Walk Wisconsin. Outside of 
her career and participation in charitable organizations, Jodi is a Brewers Hill 
resident and enjoys spending time with family, friends and her 2 dogs.

JODI RISTAU
Robert W. Baird
Financial Advisor and 
Managing Director
777 E. Wisconsin Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53202
jritsau@rwbaird.com
Phone (414) 298-2439

Michael MacNeil is a Managing Director at David Insurance Agency MKE. 
Michael has spent the last 30 years working in the technology sector, 
helping Fortune 50+ customers  understand and resolve their business 
needs, manage their business risks and protect their investments. Michael is 
a graduate of UW-Madison and lives in Whitefish Bay with his wife Beth and 
their daughter Reagan. Impressively, Michael is a fourth generation Rotarian. 
His father, Past-President Doug MacNeil, is proud to sponsor his membership 
in our Club.

MICHAEL MACNEIL
David Insurance Agency MKE
Managing Director
5475 N. Danbury Rd.
Milwaukee, WI 53217
mmacneil
@davidinsurance.com
Phone (262) 898-6620



ROTARIANS FIND LIFE-SAVING SOLUTIONS

“Am I getting too old for this?” I thought as the 5 AM 
alarm came too early. I was in Guatemala as a Rotarian 
and volunteer through Engineers Without Borders USA. 
We were moving at break-neck speed, hiking up and 
down steep mountains to evaluate 10 potential new 
projects. Yesterday, we’d done a half-day mountainous 
hike to test two newly discovered springs that might 
provide clean water to a community that had never had 
it. That got me moving, as did the fresh Guatemalan 
coffee.

I was in a rural mountain village where a community 
named Chupoj, descendants of the ancient Mayans, had 
requested assistance with a potable water system for 
its 840 residents. The Rotary Club of Milwaukee, along 
with other clubs in our District and the Vista Hermosa 
Rotary Club of Guatemala, want to partner on this proj-
ect through a potential Rotary Global Grant.

That morning I met with the community’s four health-
care providers who provide care to their community 
without benefit of the most basic foundation for health: 
clean water. 

During the dry season, water came from the dirty river, 
requiring a three-hour walk down a steep mountain 
path and back up with a 40-pound jerry can of water. 
When it came to childbirth, these four women need-
ed to make sure they had ample water on hand. They 
would instruct a family to pray for rain as the mother 
got close to going into labor. If no rain came, family and 
neighbors would make about 20 trips to the river below 
to obtain water.

Rotary Club of Milwaukee   I   750 N. Lincoln Memorial Drive, Suite 320   I   Milwaukee, WI 53202

t 414-276-4425   I   f 414-276-0025   I   info@milwaukeerotary.com   I   milwaukeerotary.com

Ed Krishok, President   I   Mary McCormick, Executive Director

SPOTLIGHT ON THE RCM COMMUNITY TRUST

Nearly every family had suffered the tragic loss of a child 
to waterborne diseases, including these four ladies. Quiet 
tears spilled down Donna Tomasa’s face as she told me 
how water had played a different but equally tragic role 
in the loss of her own baby. Tomasa was pregnant and 
helping carry water up the mountain for a pregnant wom-
an near labor. Tired, she slipped and tumbled down the 
mountain. She lost her child.

Then Donna Maria allowed her frustrations to spill out. 
How could they provide the quality care they knew, with-
out the clean water they needed? The dirty river water 
caused infections, especially in babies and new mothers. 
They did their best, but it could never be good enough 
without clean water.

It wasn’t that the community hadn’t tried to establish a 
reliable source of water. Five years ago, the community 
waited patiently as a drill rig was hired to bore 660’ into 
their mountain, but no water appeared. Working with 
the municipal government, last year a larger drill pushed 
1000’ into the mountain. Again, no water.

The community refused to give up. They searched the river 
valley and finally found two remote springs, which are 
what brought me to this mountain hamlet in rural Guate-
mala, sitting across from these four remarkable keepers of 
the community’s health. 

These ladies were delighted as I gave them the good 
news:  yesterday’s water tests showed that the springs 
could provide clean water now and into the future. The 
community will need pumps and pipes to get the water 
up to the mountain. That’s why a Rotary Global Grant is 
needed.

As I watched these four healthcare giants walk away, 
down a path lined by corn stalks towering above them,     
I knew this project was more than a good idea. It meant a 
better life. 

Rotarian Mike Paddock with Donnas Maria, Delores, Juana with 

baby and Tomasa.

By Mike Paddock

Even this 
little girl 
helped carry 
water in 
advance of 
the birth 
of her new 
sibling.


