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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:
PDG RICK LUEDKE

On May 29th, the Rotary Club of Milwaukee recog-
nized Past District Governor and RCM President Rick 
Luedke with the Lifetime Achievement Award.

The award, which has been given out twice before in 
our history, has the following criteria. The awardee:

Rick not only meets the criteria, he surpasses them. He 
has a lived a life committed to Connecting People 
and Resources for Common Good.

 
 

 

FAREWELL FROM PRESIDENT 
JOANNE ANTON

          does – and who our members are      
          individually and collectively.

First, thank you for the privilege of serving 
as your President to steward our club’s 
responsibilities and activities.  As I started on this 
journey, I challenged us to find our why – that thing 
that inspires us each day and then, channel it through 
Rotary.  I wanted the year to be about deepening 
our Rotary relationships which in turn help deepen 
Rotary’s impact.   I stood before you a year ago, and 
then every Tuesday, with the hope of enriching our 
time together, strengthening our member retention 
and growing our membership, too.   Thanks to all of 
you – we accomplished just that.  Our membership is 
now more than 380 strong.  In addition to growing 
our membership by nearly 5%, we’ve increased the 
number of women in our club by 10%, and seen more 
returning members re-join our ranks.  We also logged 
1,800 hours of community service.

Part of my responsibilities this year also included 
launching and fundraising for the next big project.  
Our club selected the Lincoln Avenue Stables as an 
opportunity to address three unique needs under one 
roof.

has been a member for twenty-five years.
has made significant contributions to the club 
through club or district leadership, committee 
service, and/or financial contributions to the 
RCM Community Trust and other projects.
has made significant contributions to the 
community through volunteer work, committee 
work, and/or Rotary projects in the community.
has made significant contributions to the 
international community through international 
volunteering, support of the club’s international 
efforts, and/or financial contributions.
must be a Paul Harris Fellow or higher.

•

Time flies but memories last forever.  
When I think of my year as President 
of this amazing club, truer words could 
not be spoken.   Yes, the time has flown 
by faster than I thought it would; and 
yes, along the way wonderful memories 
were made.   In each Rotary experience 
I have grown and found greater appre-
ciation for what Rotary is, means and
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JoAnne Anton

Past-President Joe Caruso, Katy Luedke, Rick Luedke, 

JoAnne Anton, District Governor Jeff Reed.



Rotarians once again gave generously to meet our 
goal and I am certain that this project will become 
another star in our club’s constellation of community 
impact.  Yet, we didn’t stop there.  

Our club also supported The Soldiers Home Resto-
ration to serve veterans, hurricane relief, Milwaukee 
Film Festival and HKE MKE in partnership with the 
Urban Ecology Center.  This club’s unwavering com-
mitment to Education continues to grow and inspire.  
From tutoring, and delivering books and bikes to 
schools to awarding scholarships and mentoring stu-
dents into college, to the amazing resources and focus 
of the Scholarship Golf Classic, Rotarians are planting 
countless seeds and providing rich nourishment to 
help them grow.  

Speaking of planting, our club literally rolled up its 
sleeves to plant 400 trees that honor our membership 
and the environment.  It’s been said that ‘we sit in 
the shade of trees planted by others’ therefore, this 
awesome legacy will live on fittingly, in the Rotary 
Arboretum.

Another pillar of Rotary’s legacy is our ongoing work 
to eradicate polio. Through individual contributions, 
matching efforts and our gifts that honor our weekly 
speakers, isn’t it amazing to be part of something 
so visionary and impactful?   

We now have a new brand, logo, snazzy coffee mugs 
and don’t forget, ‘oilop’ embedded in our updated 
website to help us tell that story of vision and impact 
too.  And, what do you think about those billboards 
on 94 E? 
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None of these things could happen without remark-
able committee chairs, a dedicated Board, inimitable, 
consistent leadership from Mary and Rita, and gen-
erous Rotarians joining in with their time, treasure, 
talents, technology and yes, trees!  

If I learned anything from this experience, it is that 
Rotary is about people --- not any one person; yet, 
we honor the individual and individuality in so many 
meaningful ways.  We paused to remember those we 
lost this year, celebrated special people who are part 
of Rotary’s strength and endurance, recruited up and 
coming leaders, and leaned into sensitive, important 
topics.   Rotarians opened their individual homes and 
hearts time and again – sorting and boxing food at 
Feeding America, organizing efforts to enhance the 
Johnsons Park area, serving dinner and fellowship with 
one another -- simply bringing people together at a 
time of great division --- Connecting People and 
Resources for Common Good.  
 

While the year may have gone too fast, it has centered 
me.  It has brought me joy and given me memories to 
treasure.  I leave my term as President filled with grat-
itude.  I hope the same for you and yield the Rotary 
gavel and podium with appreciation to President Ed 
Krishok. 

President JoAnne 

(left) planting a 

tree.
President JoAnne with fellow Rotarians.
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JUNE 5th - Ambassador Ron Dermer
In partnership with the Milwaukee Jewish Federation, 
the Rotary Club is honored to welcome the Israeli 
Ambassador to the United States, Ron Dermer, who will 
discuss Israeli and United States relations. 

JUNE 12th - Dr. Raul Urrutia
Precision medicine offers the most modern 
advancements in predicting, diagnosing, treating 
and preventing diseases. By analyzing patients’ DNA, 
environment and lifestyle, scientists are developing 
personalized therapies that save lives. Raul Urrutia, MD, 
Director of the Genomic Sciences and Precision Medicine 
Center at the Medical College of Wisconsin, will discuss 
how embracing this scientific revolution is transforming 
Wisconsin’s biomedical landscape, bringing innovation 
to medical education, research, practice and community 
services.

JUNE 19th - Jonathan Jackson
Building on the success of the Milwaukee Film 
Festival, now a top ten film festival in the country, 
Milwaukee Film is poised to be an economic, cultural 
and educational leader for Milwaukee, the region, 
and beyond. Hear Milwaukee Film CEO Jonathan 
Jackson share insights into the bright future ahead, 
touching on the organization’s impact on the 
revitalization of the East Side Business District with 
the Oriental Theatre as its anchor, the rapidly growing 
film and media industry in southeastern Wisconsin, 
and the growth trajectory for greater community 
engagement, educational programming and a 
burgeoning film culture.

JUNE 26th - Chief Morales
On April 5, 2018 Morales was named Chief of Police 
until January 2020. He will join us to share his vision 
for policing in Milwaukee.

 

SPEAKER SCHEDULE

Special thanks to everyone who joined us on a Tyrotarian tour of the Milwaukee Soldiers Home on April 25th.  Our 
Club recently committed $50,000 from the RCM Community Trust to the restoration project.

Rick has been a member of our Club nearly 50 years. 
He was President in 1988-1989 and served as District 
6270 Governor from 1991-1992. He was a past RCM 
Board of Director member and past chair of the World 
Community Service Committee. 

Rick served several terms as the District 6270 represen-
tative to the Rotary International Council on Legisla-
tion, which is the word-wide rule for Rotary.  Last year 
Rick served as the District 6270 membership chair, 
helping a number of struggling clubs improve their 
approach to attracting and retaining members. 

Rick is also not just a Paul Harris Fellows, but is a Ma-
jor Donor to the Rotary Foundation who passionately 
believes in the power of Rotary to make a difference 
around the world. He led numerous National Immuni-
zation Day trips to administer the polio vaccine, made 
personal contributions to international projects, and 
visited international service project sites.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: PDG RICK LUEDKE continued from page one

Rick’s passion, leadership, and dedication throughout 
his service to Rotary are exemplary. Rick helped shape 
the future of Rotary, Milwaukee and communities 
around the globe.

Congratulations, Rick! Thank you for all you have 
done for Rotary.

Rick Luedke accepting the award at the May 

29th luncheon.
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Aniyah Stubblefield
Mount Mary University – Psychology
Mentor: Margaret Crawford

My college experience had its ups and downs, but 
once I applied myself and took my work more serious-
ly, I excelled in my coursework. I plan to take a year 
off to work and establish more real-world experience. 
I also plan to enroll in post-baccalaureate courses to 
prepare me for my future education and career goals. 
In the meantime, I am applying for programs for 
School Counseling, with hope of being accepted into 
a program by Spring or Summer of the 2019-2020 
school year.

SCHOLAR CORNER - TWO STUDENTS GRADUATED THIS MAY

Brandon Holmes 
UW-Oshkosh – Political Science and History
Mentors: Jim Miller and Art Wasserman

The RCM Scholarship Program is one of the best 
programs in Milwaukee for aspiring college gradu-
ates and professionals. Rotary has not only assisted 
me financially, but more importantly provided me 
with great mentorship. The major takeaways from 
my experience in college focuses on a few key 
words: adversity, persistency, and resiliency. 
I entered college with hopes of leaving as a profes-
sional, and I believe I’ve reached that goal with the 
help of Rotary. 

Looking toward the future, I have many aspirations 
in regards to making a better world for my fam-
ily. I hope to be involved within the international 
community through a federal agency or the United 
Nations. I also have a great interest in returning 
to Milwaukee to helping the underprivileged and 
underrepresented. Overall, my experience with the 
Rotary Club of Milwaukee has been one to remem-
ber and it helps promote the future generations.

This May two of our scholars graduated after years 
of mentoring and financial support from the RCM 
Scholarship Program. Congratulations to the gradu-
ates below!

I am very grateful for the relationship I have formed 
with my mentor Margaret Crawford. She has truly 
become an important and influential person in my life. 
I really loved getting to know some of the other schol-
ars as well. The events held for scholars such as the 
annual scholarship brunch, Rotary luncheons and the 
RCM Scholarship Golf Classic gave me the opportunity 
to socialize and network with people that I normal 
wouldn’t have had the opportunity to meet.  

Jim Miller, Brandon Holmes, Art Wasserman.
Aniyah Stubblefield and 

Margaret Crawford.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Laura A. Crivello was recently appointed to the judiciary in Milwaukee 
County.  She will take her seat on the bench in Branch 36 of the Circuit 
Court on September 4, 2018 at the Children’s Court Center.  Prior to this 
new endeavor, Laura served the citizens of Milwaukee County for the last 23 
years as a prosecutor.  She is blessed to be married to Frank Crivello, who is 
with the Warshafsky Law Firm.  They have two amazing daughters with one 
finishing high school and the other in college at Miami University of Ohio.  
Laura enjoys reading, cooking, knitting, and sewing. 

LAURA CRIVELLO
Milwaukee County Circuit Court
Judge (September 2018)
lcrivellolaura1068@gmail.com
(414) 406-4676

Rita Schwalbach is the Foundation Manager for the A. O. Smith Corporation, 
which manufactures and markets residential and commercial gas and electric 
water heaters, boilers, and water treatment products in North America, 
China, Europe and India.  She joined the organization as a senior financial 
analyst in 1999 and has held a few positions before moving into the role of 
Foundation Manager in January of this year.  Rita enjoys spending time with 
her family, volunteering, traveling, going for long walks and reading in her 
spare time.

RITA SCHWALBACH
A.O. Smith Corporation
Foundation Manager
11270 W. Park Pl.
Milwaukee, WI 53224
rschwalbach@aosmith.com
Phone (414) 359-4107

CONNECTOR GROUPS - NEW!

Rotary CONNECTORS are new social groups for Rotar-
ians who share a common passion or interest. It also 
offers a fun way to make friends and deepen rela-
tionships. The CONNECTORS will be led by a Rotarian 
who volunteers for the role. The activities and the 
frequencies of the activities will be determined by the 
members of the group. Family and friends are wel-
come to participate. 

This summer we are offering four CONNECTOR 
groups. One is for coffee drinkers led by Theresa Rea-
gan, one is for beer enthusiasts led by Scott Glidden, 
one is for park explorers led by Beth Heller and one 
for bikers led by Bill Robison.

Want to join a CONNECTOR Group? Check out and 
join their Facebook group page to receive updates on 
upcoming events. Search the following on Facebook:

 MKE Rotary CONNECTOR – Coffee

 MKE Rotary CONNECTOR – Parks 

 MKE Rotary CONNECTOR – Bikes

 MKE Rotary CONNECTOR – Beer

Please contact the CONNECTOR group leaders with 
any questions.

- 

- 

- 

- 



FEEDING AMERICA EASTERN WISCONSIN CELEBRATES 35 YEARS OF GOOD WORK

On May 23rd, Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin 
(FAEW) held  its annual Grateful Plate Gala at the 
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts. In honor of 
Feeding America’s 35th anniversary, attendees cel-
ebrated the partnership between Feeding America 
Eastern Wisconsin and the Rotary Club of Milwaukee. 
Special remarks were made to thank our Club during 
the event. Here are three excerpts: 

Jim Milner (President & CEO of Urban Strategies/
Sector Management)

Rotary Club of Milwaukee   I   750 N. Lincoln Memorial Drive, Suite 320   I   Milwaukee, WI 53202

t 414-276-4425   I   f 414-276-0025   I   info@milwaukeerotary.com   I   milwaukeerotary.com

JoAnne Anton, President   I   Mary McCormick, Executive Director

SPOTLIGHT ON THE RCM COMMUNITY TRUST

Bill Bohn (Executive Vice President of Associated 
Bank, and Chairman of the FAEW Board) 

Patti Habeck (President of FAEW)

The RCM Community Trust donated an additional 
$5,000 at the event to honor our roots with Feeding 
America and to celebrate our commitment to solve 
hunger TOGETHER.

Is it the Truth?  Yes, we know that 1 in 9 people 
are struggling with hunger and 1 in 6 Children are 
struggling with hunger each day!

Is it fair to all concerned? Yes, we know, and I 
am sure you will agree, hunger does not discrim-
inate; age, skin color, gender, sexual orientation, 
or religion. It does not matter the struggle is 
there! 

Will it build good will and better friendships? 
As we are breaking bread together tonight, we 
know this is the first step toward building great 
relationships; turn to the person setting next to 
you tell them “thank you for coming tonight.”

Will it be beneficial to all concerned? Yes, I 
believe when people are hungry, they make poor 
decisions and their ability to self-manage is so low 
that they take their issues out on others.  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

As a Rotarian we learn the pur-
pose of motivating members all 
over world, it is our commitment 
to the Four-Way Test. When I 
responded to the Four-Way Test 
regarding Rotary’s work with 
Feeding America, this is what I 
discovered.   

It has been my honor to follow in the footsteps of our 
founders. More than 35 years ago, Rotarian and Dr. 
Milton J. Huber, a professor of public affairs at UWM, 
suggested to the Rotary Club of Milwaukee, that our 
community needed a food bank that would ensure 
everyone had access to healthy, nutritious food. He 
knew the Rotary was the perfect organization to mo-
bilize the community around this effort. He was right. 
They took on the challenge and on Aug. 1, 1982, 
Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin opened its doors 
in a small warehouse on the city’s south side, under its 
original name, America’s Second Harvest of Wiscon-
sin. Our initial donation was 600lbs of apples provided 
by a local grower. The rest, as they say, is history.

To commemorate this milestone in our history we 
have planted a small cluster of apple trees on our 
property on Fond du Lac Ave Fond du Lac Ave. It is 
our hope that these trees will stand as a living symbol 
of the roots established by the Rotary Club 35 years 
ago that have allowed us to continue to grow and 
thrive.

Patti Habeck, Bill Bohn, Jim Milner.


