
allows a school child in Guatemala to continue his or her educa-
tion by covering expenses for uniforms, books and transport.  
Rotaract is proud to be helping �ve school children.

     Moving on to their  
     own event to raise  
     friends and funds,  
     Rotaract will host the  
     �rst annual Ultimate 
     Challenge on Satur-
     day, October 20, at 
     3 pm, at Trinity �ree  
     Irish Pubs in down- 
     town Milwaukee  
     (located at 125 East  
     Juneau Avenue).  �e  
     event will be a live 

tournament of head-to-head competition featuring pseudo-
athletic games from the TV show Minute to Win It.  Competitors 
will be gleaned from four preliminary events taking place 
Monday through �ursday, October 15 through 18, at various 
restaurants in the downtown Milwaukee area.  

�e event will be a fun way for Rotaract to connect with its target 
membership demographic of young professionals and raise funds 
for Rotary International’s Polio Plus fund.  For more information, 
please visit http://ultimatechallenge.rotaract-milwaukee.org.

If you know a young professional who would be excited to be a 
part of this vibrant organization, please contact Mike Boelter, 
Community Leadership and Development Committee chair at 
Michael.Boelter@goodwillsew.com.
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A Dispatch from Rotaract

By Amy Ha�ner, Rotaract Membership Chair

Chartered in 2008, the Rotaract Club of Milwaukee is a 
community-based organization for young professionals, providing 
opportunities for community engagement, cultural awareness and 
professional development.  �ese goals are accomplished with 
bi-monthly meetings featuring guest speakers on community and 
professional topics, monthly socials and monthly community 
service events.

�e Rotaract Club of Milwaukee has sought out fundraising 
opportunities to support its charitable projects.  From November 
of 2011 through March of 2012, Rotaract partnered with the 
Sunrise Rotary Club of Mequon-�iensville and the Mequon-
�iensville Chamber of Commerce to organize and host the �rst 
annual Mequon-�iensville Rotary Survey Says.  Modeled after 
the TV show Family Feud, the event raised friends and funds for 
the three organizers. 

Rotaract donated its share of the proceeds to the Oliveros Schol-
arship Fund, which was established by members of the Rotary 
Club of Madison West Towne-Middleton.  Each $130 donation 

Along with the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee, the 
Rotary Club of Milwaukee is partnering with Aurora Family 
Service for the 2012 Race, Families and Milwaukee Summit with 
the theme What Village is Raising Our Future Leaders?

“Rotary members have always been great at welcoming new 
business and community leaders into their midst,” says Rotarian 
Dave Carter,  who is also on the Board of Directors for Aurora 
Family Service. “�is summit is a chance to more broadly support 
and connect with future leaders from our own community, who 
themselves may one day be called upon to carry forward the 
Rotarian vision.”

�e summit will be held Friday, October 12 at the Italian Confer-
ence Center and will focus discussion on the role that each of us 
plays in raising our future leaders.  

�e keynote speaker, Dr. Bryant T. Marks, is an Associate Profes-
sor of Psychology at Morehouse College and Director of the 
Morehouse Male Initiative, whose mission is to identify factors 
that foster the a�rmative personal and academic development of 
African American males. 
 
Milwaukee residents are invited to engage in dialogue and action, 
as Dr. Marks and our panelists address the many challenges and 
solutions to encourage and develop leadership skills among our 
city’s African American and Hispanic youth. �e summit will also 
include optional afternoon workshops on the following topics:
 • Networking, Role Models, and Mentors 
 • Teaching to Needs or Strengths
 • Alternative Villages: Gangs, Sports, Music
 • �e Critical Role of Faith Communities

RCM is excited to support the 2012 Race, Families and Milwau-
kee Summit through this partnership. Rotarians who would like 
to participate are encouraged to RSVP online by October 5th at 
www.Aurora.org/RFM2012. �e cost is $30 and includes lunch. 
More information can be found at the link or by calling the 
Rotary o�ce.

RCM Partners with Aurora Family Service 
for Race, Families and Milwaukee Summit

continued on page 2

Rotaract members Janine Kolbeck and Amy van Erdman sold ra�e 
tickets at the RCM Scholarship Golf Classic. Photo by Sue Vliet.

Waves
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RCM Scholar named Hispanic Youth of the Year

By Amy Ha�ner, Rotaract Membership Chair

Chartered in 2008, the Rotaract Club of Milwaukee is a 
community-based organization for young professionals, providing 
opportunities for community engagement, cultural awareness and 
professional development.  �ese goals are accomplished with 
bi-monthly meetings featuring guest speakers on community and 
professional topics, monthly socials and monthly community 
service events.

�e Rotaract Club of Milwaukee has sought out fundraising 
opportunities to support its charitable projects.  From November 
of 2011 through March of 2012, Rotaract partnered with the 
Sunrise Rotary Club of Mequon-�iensville and the Mequon-
�iensville Chamber of Commerce to organize and host the �rst 
annual Mequon-�iensville Rotary Survey Says.  Modeled after 
the TV show Family Feud, the event raised friends and funds for 
the three organizers. 

Rotaract donated its share of the proceeds to the Oliveros Schol-
arship Fund, which was established by members of the Rotary 
Club of Madison West Towne-Middleton.  Each $130 donation 

A Dispatch from Rotaract continued from page 1

Daniela Cortes (center) with mentors Dr. Bert Davis and Tracey 
Sparrow.

In the September 2012 WAVES we introduced you to our 
new RCM Scholars, including Daniela Cortes. Daniela is a 
graduate of St. �omas More High School and is attending 
Carroll University, intending to major in Biology (Animal 
Behavior and Psychology). Her mentors are Dr. Bert Davis 
and Tracey Sparrow. 

Recently Daniela’s mom DeAnn wrote to us with great 
news:  Daniela was named the 2012 Hispanic Youth of the 
Year by UMOS, a non-pro�t advocacy organization that 
provides programs and services which improve the employ-
ment, educational, health and housing opportunities of 
under-served populations. Daniela will receive the award at 
their Annual Awards Banquet on October 13th at the 
Italian Community Center and will o�er remarks to the 
crowd of 500.

“I wanted to thank you for your support of Daniela,” 
DeAnn says, “the scholarship from the Rotary Club has 

been an important piece in Daniela being able to attend 
Carroll University.”

Congratulations to Daniela! For more information about 
the RCM Scholarship program or to get involved, contact 
the Rotary o�ce.

Celebrating a Century of Making a Di�erence

Rotaracters volunteer work on a Habitat for 
Humanity house in 2010.
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Rotary through the YEARS
notable happenings in Rotary, our city, and the world 

by Bill Durkin

1912Civic leaders called an organizing meeting for the Rotary Club of 
Milwaukee in December 1912 at Hotel P�ster just weeks after 
the city received unwanted national publicity due to the 
attempted assassination of former President �eodore Roosevelt. 
So it was a month later that 12 charter members of the Rotary 
Club of Milwaukee held the �rst o�cial meeting in January 1913 
over a 6-course dinner costing 75-cents at Hotel P�ster.  

 �e initial goals of Rotary:
 1. Promote progressive, honorable business 
     methods
 2. Arouse and encourage civic pride
 3. Strengthen friendship
 4. Promote democracy
 5. Exchange ideas

In 1913, civic leaders expressed concern as the Wisconsin state 
budget reached $13 million after having been only $4 million as 
recently as 1900.  �e annual payroll for the Milwaukee State 
Normal School – now UW-Milwaukee – was $11,509, with the 
next largest budget item being $395 for the athletic department. 

�e year 1914 was, of course, marked by the start of �e Great 
War following the assassination of the Austrian Archduke in 
Sarajevo.  It was also when Ford Motor Company announced an 
8-hour workday with a $5 minimum wage.  President Woodrow 
Wilson proclaimed the �rst Mother’s Day and Northwestern 
Mutual Life opened its monumental o�ce building on Wiscon-
sin Avenue.

Soon after its founding, the Rotary Club of Milwaukee hosted 
the �rst of what became 14 annual Boys Christmas Dinners 
when the 93 members brought 250 impoverished boys as their 
guests for dinner at the Wisconsin Club.  Each boy took home a 
basket containing dinner for 6 people, including: chicken, 
potatoes, peas, co�ee, cookies, bread, jam, candy, nuts, and 
oranges.

Historically, this period was marked by rapid change with 
inventions and public policies now taken for granted including 
the light switch, stop sign, time zones, and daylight savings time.  
Our capital building in Madison was completed at a cost of 
$7.25 million.  Wisconsin enlisted 120,000 residents in World 
War I and experienced nearly 4,000 fatalities.

By 1918, President Woodrow Wilson became the �rst President 
to leave the country when he joined the Paris Peace talks.  �e 
next year the Green Bay Packers professional football team was 
formed and the 18th Amendment authorizing Prohibition was 
passed.  Milwaukee had a population of 457,000 including 6,000 
brewery employees.  �e city had 2,200 saloons, and annual sales 
of beer reached $22.5 million.  

In 1919, the Community Chest asked the Club for a $25 
contribution and the Club responded with a $100 gift.  About 
the same time, the Club voted 187-23 to move luncheons from 
Hotel P�ster to the Milwaukee Athletic Club to take advantage 
of a cost reduction from 75-cents to 65-cents.  Luncheons 
changed to Tuesdays because attendance rates indicated adverse 
a�ects on Mondays due to members having especially large 
quantities of mail to read after the weekend.

Luncheon speakers re�ected the times.  In 1916, President 
Woodrow Wilson addressed invited guests at the Milwaukee 

Auditorium, including all members of Rotary.  In 1917, the 
President of Anderson Electric Car Company discussed his 
vehicle that could travel 80 miles on electric charge with speeds 
up to 20 mph.  �e car earned popularity with women as no 
cranking was required and among doctors because of reliable 
starting.

In 1920, the Rotary Club of Milwaukee established the Rotary 
Fund for the Education of Worthy Boys, making �nancial aid 
available to elementary and secondary school students who 
showed academic promise.  �e 162 members of Rotary donated 
$10,000, which was largely consumed by 1923 when the concept 
was altered to make it a loan program with a sense of perma-
nency.  In that same year, the Board decision to forbid future 

fundraising appeals from the podium took e�ect.

�e Rotary Golf Match, as it was called at the time, was 
launched in 1920 and held at Blue Mound Country Club.  �e 
next year, a tie vote of the membership meant the weekly 
luncheon would remain at the Milwaukee Athletic Club rather 
than move to the Wisconsin Club.  And in 1923, the Boys 
Annual Christmas Dinner – always on Christmas Eve – landed 
on a Friday, so Archbishop Messmer gave a dispensation allowing 
turkey to be served.

�e average life expectancy in Milwaukee in 1920 was 39 years.  
�at same year, Wisconsin became the �rst state to ratify the 
19th Amendment giving women the right to vote.  

A February 1913 spread in the Sunday Sentinel celebrated the creation 
of the Rotary Club of Milwaukee. 
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�ank you to our Centennial Sponsors

George & Julie Mosher
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budget reached $13 million after having been only $4 million as 
recently as 1900.  �e annual payroll for the Milwaukee State 
Normal School – now UW-Milwaukee – was $11,509, with the 
next largest budget item being $395 for the athletic department. 

�e year 1914 was, of course, marked by the start of �e Great 
War following the assassination of the Austrian Archduke in 
Sarajevo.  It was also when Ford Motor Company announced an 
8-hour workday with a $5 minimum wage.  President Woodrow 
Wilson proclaimed the �rst Mother’s Day and Northwestern 
Mutual Life opened its monumental o�ce building on Wiscon-
sin Avenue.

Soon after its founding, the Rotary Club of Milwaukee hosted 
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guests for dinner at the Wisconsin Club.  Each boy took home a 
basket containing dinner for 6 people, including: chicken, 
potatoes, peas, co�ee, cookies, bread, jam, candy, nuts, and 
oranges.

Historically, this period was marked by rapid change with 
inventions and public policies now taken for granted including 
the light switch, stop sign, time zones, and daylight savings time.  
Our capital building in Madison was completed at a cost of 
$7.25 million.  Wisconsin enlisted 120,000 residents in World 
War I and experienced nearly 4,000 fatalities.

By 1918, President Woodrow Wilson became the �rst President 
to leave the country when he joined the Paris Peace talks.  �e 
next year the Green Bay Packers professional football team was 
formed and the 18th Amendment authorizing Prohibition was 
passed.  Milwaukee had a population of 457,000 including 6,000 
brewery employees.  �e city had 2,200 saloons, and annual sales 
of beer reached $22.5 million.  

In 1919, the Community Chest asked the Club for a $25 
contribution and the Club responded with a $100 gift.  About 
the same time, the Club voted 187-23 to move luncheons from 
Hotel P�ster to the Milwaukee Athletic Club to take advantage 
of a cost reduction from 75-cents to 65-cents.  Luncheons 
changed to Tuesdays because attendance rates indicated adverse 
a�ects on Mondays due to members having especially large 
quantities of mail to read after the weekend.

Luncheon speakers re�ected the times.  In 1916, President 
Woodrow Wilson addressed invited guests at the Milwaukee 

Auditorium, including all members of Rotary.  In 1917, the 
President of Anderson Electric Car Company discussed his 
vehicle that could travel 80 miles on electric charge with speeds 
up to 20 mph.  �e car earned popularity with women as no 
cranking was required and among doctors because of reliable 
starting.

In 1920, the Rotary Club of Milwaukee established the Rotary 
Fund for the Education of Worthy Boys, making �nancial aid 
available to elementary and secondary school students who 
showed academic promise.  �e 162 members of Rotary donated 
$10,000, which was largely consumed by 1923 when the concept 
was altered to make it a loan program with a sense of perma-
nency.  In that same year, the Board decision to forbid future 

fundraising appeals from the podium took e�ect.

�e Rotary Golf Match, as it was called at the time, was 
launched in 1920 and held at Blue Mound Country Club.  �e 
next year, a tie vote of the membership meant the weekly 
luncheon would remain at the Milwaukee Athletic Club rather 
than move to the Wisconsin Club.  And in 1923, the Boys 
Annual Christmas Dinner – always on Christmas Eve – landed 
on a Friday, so Archbishop Messmer gave a dispensation allowing 
turkey to be served.

�e average life expectancy in Milwaukee in 1920 was 39 years.  
�at same year, Wisconsin became the �rst state to ratify the 
19th Amendment giving women the right to vote.  

�is photo spread from 
a 1925 edition of the 
Milwaukee Sentinel 
shows the annual 
Christmas dinner for 
impoverished Milwau-
kee boys, an RCM 
tradition begun in 
1914. Photo courtesy 
of Bill LeFeber, whose 
grandfather John 
LeFeber was a founding 
member and is featured 
in the photos. 
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OCTOBER 2nd -  Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele
will speak about his vision for Milwaukee county and 2013
budget. As County Executive, Chris is focused on providing
important, e�ective and e�cient services to residents, disciplined 
decision-making, and making the county more sustainable. 
County Executive Abele will be discussing how this attitude has 
a�ected the crafting of his 2013 recommended budget.

OCTOBER 9th- Every two years Foley & Lardner's Public 
A�airs team analyzes the fall elections in Wisconsin. �is analysis 
is distilled into a short PowerPoint presentation that includes 
discussion of the major races, biographical information on select 
candidates, Wisconsin voting trends and predictions on who will 
win or lose. �e review incorporates past voting patterns, current 
polling and human intelligence to create a 360 degree perspective 
on the races that is bi-partisan and uniquely Wisconsin. �e 
Foley team reviews the political landscape for the state legislature, 
the US Senate race and the Presidential contest. �e political 
turmoil of the past two years and high stakes for the fall elections 
makes it a particularly fascinating time in Wisconsin. In this 
presentation, Raymond Carey of Foley & Lardner will bring to 

life the high stakes struggle for power in a unbiased and enter-
taining format.

OCTOBER 16th - Join us for a program with R.T. Rybak, Vice 
Chair of the Democratic National Committee and Mayor of 
Minneapolis.

OCTOBER 23rd - �e UN continues to face formidable 
challenges in responding e�ectively to the most complex con�icts 
in the world today, yet remains a uniquely quali�ed “go-to” 
institution for such tasks.  �e crisis in Syria captures many of 
these dynamics: the limits of intervening in a country where a 
peaceful protest morphed into a civil war, and where there was 
not su�cient consensus among the Permanent Five members of 
the Security Council, and the acute requirements of humanitar-
ian need for refugees and for innocent civilians caught in the 
con�ict.  Ellen Laipson, president and CEO of the Stimson 
Center, will address the Syria case as it illuminates broader issues 
about the UN.  

OCTOBER 30th - TBD
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SPEAKER schedule

Upcoming Events

Join us for on the �rst �ursday of each month for a Networking Hour! 

 • On �ursday, October 4th, 5-7pm, meet us at Milwaukee Sail Loft, 649 East Erie Street.

 • On �ursday, November 8th, 5-7pm, we’ll enjoy the stately Monarch Room at the Hilton,  509 West Wisconsin Avenue.

 • On �ursday, December 13th, 5-7pm, we’ll return to a Rotary favorite, Blu at the P�ster,  for our annual Holiday 
    Networking Hour. 

On Wednesday, October 17, at 7:30 am, please join us for a special Tyrotarian tour of the recently expanded power generating 
facilities of We Energies in Oak Creek.  �e Oak Creek We Energies site is seldom open to the public, so this will be a special 
opportunity for Rotarians to get an insider's look at a major infrastructure component of the southeastern Wisconsin economy. 

Save the date for the 2013 Scholarship Golf Classic, June 16, 2013 at North Shore Country Club! Join us for golf, dinner, silent 
and live auctions, and a great time. All proceeds bene�t the RCM Scholarship Fund.

And on Saturday, March 23rd, 2013, we have a special evening at the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra planned. Put Rotary Night at 
the Symphony on your calendar and stay tuned for more details on discounted tickets and a special reception. 

Celebrating a Century of Making a Di�erence



We often say that in developing the Rotary Centennial Arbore-
tum we are “converting old industrial land along the revitalized 
Milwaukee River into a natural jewel for the city”. But what does 
it take to do that? 

First, we must deal with environmental contamination present in 
the soil, the residue of the historical industrial uses of this land.  

As part of the due diligence process, we hired environmental 
engineers (Sigma) to conduct a Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment, which investigates the historical uses of a property to 
discern whether any contamination is likely.  �e engineers 
veri�ed that the land had been occupied by a manufacturing 
facility of the National Brake and Electric Co. and a warehouse 
used by various entities.  �is property was also used by the 
North Western Wrecking Co. as an alleged construction-related 
land�ll.  

Because past uses of a property are associated with possible 
environmental contamination, a Phase II Environmental Site 
Assessment was done, which includes testing of soil and ground-
water at a number of locations and depths throughout a property 

to identify any hazardous substances that may be present.  �e 
Phase II assessment found high levels of lead and arsenic, in 
addition to several other potentially hazardous compounds.  
While these materials do pose a danger, they do not contaminate 
the ground water on site and are only dangerous if ingested.

Working with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
the environmental engineers formulated a Remediation Action 
Plan calling for a cap of 24 inches of clean material over the 
contaminated soil.  �e contractor we have hired to do the 
earthwork is importing the clean material from o� site.  In 
addition, a warning barrier will be placed between the contami-
nated and clean material.  �is barrier serves as a noti�cation if 
the cap is punctured.  

�ese measures will ensure that the community is insulated from 
the hazardous materials on site, as well as providing fertile soil 
necessary for the Arboretum’s plants to thrive for decades to 
come.  �is transformation of polluted post-industrial land into 
vibrant habitat is what makes the Milwaukee Rotary Centennial 
Arboretum such a compelling vision. 
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Spotlight on the Milwaukee Rotary Centennial Arboretum: 
Remediation within the Arboretum

By Aaron Zeleske, Arboretum Coordinator

7,620 herbacious plants
255

Celebrating a Century of Making a Di�erence

Progress continues on the Milwaukee Rotary Centennial Arboretum.

Rotarians tour the Arboretum in September 2012.


