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ROTARY SCHOLARSHIP GOLF CLASSIC

Join us as we “Tee It Up”at one of Milwaukee’s 
premier golf courses for student scholarships at our 
10th annual RCM Scholarship Golf Classic.  It will be 
held on Monday, June 11th at the Wisconsin Club’s 
Country Club.

Over the past nine years, proceeds from this event has 
raised more than $400,000 for student scholarships. 
Today, we have 23 students in the program. All of our 
scholars are Milwaukee residents and most are the first 
in their family to pursue higher education.

Early bird registration rates are $1,200 for a foursome 
and $300 for an individual golfer until May 5th. Prices 
increase $25 per golfer after May 5th.  

The RCM Scholarship Golf Classic is a great 
opportunity to socialize and network with Rotarians 
and friends. Enjoy a round of golf, an incredible meal 
and live and silent auctions. If you’re not a golfer, join 
us for an open bar, dinner and all the fun.

Please contact the Rotary office with any questions. 
We look FOREward to seeing you on the course!

375 TREES FOR 375 MEMBERS

At a recent Rotary conference, Rotary International 
President-elect Ian H.S. Riseley of Sandringham, Victo-
ria, Australia declared that protecting the environment 
and curbing climate change are essential to Rotary’s 
goal of sustainable service. 

Ian H.S. Riseley

“Environmental degradation and global climate 
change are serious threats to everyone. They are hav-
ing a disproportionate impact on those who are most 
vulnerable, those to whom Rotary has the greatest 
responsibility. Yet environmental issues rarely register 
on the Rotary agenda. The time is long past when 
environmental sustainability can be dismissed as not 
Rotary’s concern. It is,and must be, everyone’s con-
cern,” said President Riseley.

As trees remove carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases from the air which slows global warming, Presi-
dent Ian Riseley challenged every Rotary club to make 
a difference by planting a tree for each of its members 
before Earth Day on April 22, 2018.

continued on page three

Scholars and alums recently gathered at the Pfister Hotel with men-
tors and parents to share stories of the past semester.
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2018 WEBSITE SPONSORS - THANK YOU!

RCM’s Rotating Sponsors help ensure we have the resources to go beyond being a good Club to being a great Club. If 
you are interested in having your company’s logo on our website and on the pre-program PowerPoint, please contact 
the Rotary office. At $600 a year, it’s a great value!

A big thank you to our 2018 Sponsors! 

OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES SCHOOL

Dear Milwaukee Rotary Club,

Please accept our sincerest thanks and gratitude for 
your continued support and immense generosity to-
ward the staff and students of Oliver Wendell Holmes.

Here at Holmes, we strive to provide the highest level 
of academic and social emotional support to our stu-
dents, and due to your generosity, we are able to offer 
our students a multitude of experiences and resources 
that they would otherwise not be able to partake in. 
As a valued community partner, your support of our 
school is invaluable and appreciated beyond words.

Today, more than ever, the emphasis on attaining 
academic proficiency is a focus of not only the school 
board, but the state and nation as a whole. Through 
your numerous donations, we are able to provide our 
staff and students with the critical resources that we 
so desperately need, to ensure success.

Again, thank you, and your team, for your unwavering 
support.
 
Sincerely,

Patrick Chatman, Principal
Oliver Wendell Holmes School

Each year RCM distributes books to Holmes stu-
dents, funds a Nefertari Dance Program, provides 
behavioral incentive and attendance awards, and 
funding for school yard beautification.
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FEBRUARY 6th - Lilith Fowler
Location: Tripoli Shrine Center
The City of Milwaukee and Harbor District, Inc. recently 
completed a “Water and Land Use Plan” for the Harbor 
District, an area including the Port of Milwaukee and 
surrounding land and waterways.  The culmination of 
two years of work and extensive public input, the plan 
will guide the transformation of this area from its past 
as exclusively an industrial port, to a mixed-use, publicly 
accessible, modern working waterfront that supports 
Milwaukee’s “Water-Centric City” goals.  Lilith is the 
Executive Director of Harbor District, Inc.

FEBRUARY 13th - Thomas H. Fehring
Location: War Memorial Center
The Magnificent Machines of Milwaukee tells the story 
of innovation and enterprise creation in Milwaukee 
during the Century of Progress—the hundred years 
starting at the conclusion of the US Civil War. It was a 
remarkable era. Milwaukee was one of the principal 
centers of industrial innovation in the United States and 
became known as “the Machine Shop of the World.” 
Author and historian Thomas H. Fehring will focus his 
presentation on insights learned by studying this history 
of innovation—insights that might help Milwaukee 
recreate this environment of creativity.

FEBRUARY 20th - David S. Krause
Location: War Memorial Center
Wisconsin is known for its culture of prudence and 
risk aversion. So, it is not surprising that I hear people 
say, ‘I think Bitcoin and cyrptocurrencies are a fraud.’ 
But when pushed, they can’t explain blockchain 
technology or bitcoin. It might be a cop-out to cry 
foul because blockchain and bitcoin are potentially 
one of world’s biggest collaborative math projects 
that could transform the global economy in a manner 
similar to the impact of the Internet. Cryptocurrencies 
and blockchain can fundamentally rewrite many 
business models, especially in banking and financial 
services – which is why we all need to understand this 
new, emerging technology.

FEBRUARY 27th - Supreme Court Justice 
Candidates Invited.

SPEAKER SCHEDULE

375 TREES FOR 375 MEMBERS
.

Rotary International hopes that the 1.2 million new 
trees planted by members will have a lasting impact 
on our planet. Plans are already underway to plant 
375 trees in the Milwaukee Rotary Centennial Arbore-
tum to represent each of our members. The Environ-
mental and Ecology committee and the Urban Ecology 
Center are working together to make this exciting 
effort possible. 

We hope that all of you will come out to the Arbo-
retum and plant a tree in April. Stay tuned for more 
details. Rotarians having fun planting in the Arboretum.

continued from page one
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FEEDING AMERICA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

In 1982, our Club established a community food bank, 
now Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin.  Feeding 
America has warehouses in Milwaukee and the Fox 
Valley and distributes more than 24 million pounds 
of food a year to over 800 pantries, meal programs 
and other nonprofit agencies that serves more than 
377,000 people in eastern Wisconsin.

Rotary continues its strong ties with Feeding Ameri-
ca with Done-in-a-Day volunteer opportunities there 
twice a year. Our next volunteer day will be on Satur-
day, February 17th from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. We will 
help sort food for those in need in our community.  
Sign up online or contact the Rotary office for more 
information.

   I definitely had a feeling of  
   triumph at graduation! Grad- 
   uating with a biology   
   degree from UW-Madison  
   seemed to be, at one time,  
   impossible. But with Rotary’s  
   help, I did it!

   Rotary was an influential part  
   of my journey throughout 
college. There were many times when I felt incapa-
ble of completing my degree at UW, but my mentor, 
Jackie Herd-Barber, was there for me. Not only did she 
offer open ears, but also resources and advice to get 
through tough times. 

My college experience is best described as a rough 
transition. It was very hard to leave my family when I 
considered myself to be a provider. Once at college, I 
was often the only person that looked like me. I often 
felt isolated and intimidated by the overwhelming 
majority. And it seemed like no matter how hard I 
studied, it wasn’t hard enough.

SCHOLAR CORNER - ARMONIE DOTSON

Armonie Dotson

Being a Rotary scholar is an experience like no oth-
er. Being able to have open conversations about the 
struggles of students, especially students of color, with 
such esteemed individuals is an experience not many 
have the privilege of encountering. Those conversa-
tions amongst professionals and students will continue 
to be cherished and shared amongst students going 
forward.

These were times when Rotary was there for moral 
support and to guide and teach me the best ways 
to combat these feelings. Just being able to come 
together with other students and relate to them and 
their similar struggles was comforting, especially when 
I was a younger student. Now, as a new graduate, I 
plan to further my education in the area of perfusion 
in the coming year. 

I would like to thank everyone at Rotary who made 
the scholarship possible. And, I look forward to being 
a mentor to a Rotary scholar in the coming years.

By: Armonie Dotson

Rotarians and friends working together.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Katie Connolly is the Executive Director of the American Heart Association 

(AHA), serving Southeast Wisconsin. A native of Illinois, Katie attended Illinois 

State University. In 2006, Katie joined the American Heart Association as a Heart 

and Stroke Initiatives Director for Southeast Wisconsin. In 2015 she took on the 

role as the Executive Director and leads a $1.6 million campaign to further the 

mission of the AHA. In her spare time, Katie enjoys camping with her husband 

and two sons, assisting at local school activities and catching up with friends. 

KATIE CONNOLLY
American Heart Association 
Executive Director 
1555 N. RiverCenter Dr., 
Ste 211
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
katie.connolly@heart.org
Phone (414) 227-1461

Michael is the Executive Director of ACTS Housing and ACTS Lending, affiliated 

nonprofits that have assisted more than 2300 families living near the poverty 

line to purchase, repair, and maintain homes in the City of Milwaukee. Prior to 

joining ACTS in 2014, Michael attended the University of Chicago Law School 

and practiced law at a large Milwaukee based law firm. He also spent several 

years as a professional poker player, using his winnings to pay for law school. 

Michael lives in Milwaukee with his wife, Gillian, an English teacher at a charter 

high school, and his sons Roger and George.

MICHAEL GOSMAN

ACTS Housing 
Executive Director 
2414 W. Vliet St.
Milwaukee, WI 53205 
mgosman@actshousing.org
Phone (414) 727-5440

Kim Wengler is a Tax Partner in Deloitte’s Global Employer Services (GES).  Kim 

has over 25 years of experience in the mobility, human resource, talent and 

rewards. Kim started her career in New York and Germany, working for another 

professional services firm.  Kim returned to her home of Wisconsin in 1996, 

where she established an expatriate tax practice for Arthur Andersen.  Kim is has 

a BBA in accounting from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and is a CPA.  

Kim also serves on the board of directors for Hmong American Peace Academy. 

Kim resides in Whitefish Bay with her husband and three children.  

KIM WENGLER

Deloitte Tax LLP 
Tax Partner 
555 E. Wells St., Ste 1400
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
kwengler@deloitte.com
Phone (414) 977-2629

Jarrett Luckett is the Executive Director of Exploit No More which focuses on 

ending child sex trafficking in Greater Milwaukee. Prior to his current role, 

he worked in healthcare for several years including developing staff and 

organization structure at Froedtert and Aurora Healthcare.  He is the father of 

three amazing and beautiful children, Kennedi, David, and Isabella. One fun 

fact about Jarrett is that he enjoys motor racing. He has attended the Indy 500 

multiple times and he plans on obtaining his armature racing license within the 

next 5 years.

JARRETT LUCKETT

Exploit No More 
Executive Director 
1377 S. 72nd St.
West Allis, WI 53214 
jarrett@exploitnomore.org
Phone (414) 384-6100



ROTARY DAY AT THE UNITED NATIONS

“Peace needs to be lived rather than 
preached” (Ed Futa)

President JoAnne and Mary joined more than 1,200 
Rotarians who gathered in Geneva, Switzerland, for 
Rotary Day at the United Nations. 

Representing 87 countries, they convened on Sat-
urday, 11 November, at the Palais des Nations,  and 
dedicated themselves to the theme introduced by 
Rotary President Ian H. S. Riseley: “Peace: Making a 
Difference.”

 “The advancement of international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace have always been among Rotary’s 
primary goals,” said Riseley. “It is past time for all of us 
to recognize the potential of all of our Rotary service 
to build peace, and approach that service with peace-
building in mind.”

He also noted:  “The work of polio eradication, has 
taught us . . . that when you have enough people 
working together, when you understand the problems 
and the processes, when you combine and leverage 
your resources, when you set a plan and set your 
targets — you can indeed move mountains,” he said. 
“And the need for action, and cooperation, is greater 
now than ever before.”
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JoAnne Anton, President   I   Mary McCormick, Executive Director

SPOTLIGHT ON THE RCM COMMUNITY TRUST

Rotary Day concluded Geneva Peace Week, during 
which John Hewko, general secretary of Rotary 
International, noted the “close and longstanding ties 
between Rotary and the UN in (their) mutual pursuit of 
peace and international understanding.”

Rotary members “can transform a concept like peace 
to a reality through service,” said Ed Futa, dean of the 
Rotary Representatives to the United Nations. 
“Peace needs to be lived rather than preached.” 

During a Rotary Day highlight, Hewko introduced 
Rotary’s 2017 People of Action: Champions of Peace. 
He praised them as “an embodiment of the range and 
impact of our organization’s work,” and saluted them 
for providing “a roadmap for what more peaceful, 
resilient societies look like.”

Below you will find brief profiles of two honorees:

Alejandro Reyes Lozano, of the Rotary Club of 
Bogotá Capital, Cundinamarca, Colombia: As “part 
of the generation that grew up with uncertainty and 
fear,” as he put it, Reyes Lozano played a key role in 
negotiating an end to the 50-year conflict between 
the Colombian government and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). Now he’s using a 
Rotary Foundation global grant to lead peacebuilding 
efforts among women from six Latin American coun-
tries.

Safina Rahman, of the Rotary Club of Dhaka Ma-
hanagar, Bangladesh: “Education is a powerful and 
transformative vehicle for peace,” said Rahman, a 
passionate advocate for workers’ rights and workplace 
safety who also promotes and provides educational 
and vocational opportunities for girls. 

Many thanks to the A.D. Robertson Fund for the Unit-
ed Nations for supporting our club’s participation in 
the Geneva Conference.

President JoAnne Anton and ED Mary McCormick.


